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Welcome to our autumn edition of 
Centrecourt. The first three months of 
2013 seem to have passed in a flash 
and there has been a great deal of 
activity at the Club both on and off  
the courts. 

Although we would all love some much 
needed rain to help our ailing gardens, it 
has meant we have been able to enjoy 
a lovely, long warm summer with plenty 
of time to have a game of tennis on our 
wonderfully maintained grass courts, as 
well as view some outstanding tennis 
during January. The Hopman Cup, the 
Kooyong Classic and the Australian 
Open are the stand-out events for me 
and I was fortunate enough to meet 
and spend some considerable time 
with Mr Peter Bretherton, the President 
of the Lawn Tennis Association, UK and 
his wife Anne, who were in Australia to 
attend our various tournaments. Both 
Peter and Anne have been top players 
in their time and it was interesting to 
learn about how tennis is run in the UK. 

Your Committee is committed to 
implementing the 5 Year Strategic Plan 
which was developed in 2012. It is 
steadily working through the various 
Strategic Sets that deal with all areas 
of our Club’s activities. The strategy 
document forms the basis for the 
General Committee agendas each 
month and is being enthusiastically 
embraced. 

I would like to congratulate our 
Men’s and Ladies’ teams on their 
acceptance into the Premier League 
competition and hope that many 
members have had an opportunity to 
observe some excellent tennis at the 
Club over the two evenings that we 

hosted the Super Rounds. I would also 
like to wish all our Pennant teams good 
luck for the current season and invite 
members to check when our teams are 
playing at home and make an effort to 
come and support them. You will see 
some outstanding tennis.

I would also like to congratulate all 
players who participated in the Club 
Championships this year. Combining 
the Senior and Junior Championships 
was a huge success with a record 
number of entries – a hundred and 
sixty-five seniors and ninety-five  
juniors. Special congratulations to  
Rob Tucker and Tayla Stenta our  
Open Champions. Rob won his fifth title 
and Tayla won her third title.

As is usual on the final day of the Club 
Championships, we held our Vintage 
Lunch and this year we welcomed 
eighty-five of our senior members to 
a delicious lunch prepared by our 
talented kitchen brigade. It really is  
a very special time for members  
(who perhaps do not have the 
opportunity to visit the Club on a 
more regular basis) to get together 
and catch up on the previous year’s 
news. Our most senior member who 
attended was Mrs Marion Page who 
looks exceptionally young, considering 
she joined the Club when she was 
sixteen and is now our longest standing 
member with a membership of  
seventy-nine years!

In conclusion, I look forward to  
seeing as many of you as possible  
at the Club over the coming months 
and encourage you to read the 
President’s Pen email which comes 
out every six weeks. This should keep 
you up-to-date with what is currently 
happening at the Club.

Susie Strangward

Australian Tennis Hall  
of Fame new inductee  
Judy Dalton
During the major tournament, the 
Australian Open, our Honorary Life 
Member Judy Dalton was inducted 
into the Australian Tennis Hall of Fame. 
This is a wonderful acknowledgement 
of Judy’s ongoing commitment to 
women’s tennis and we felt it was 
appropriate to celebrate this honour 
with a special members’ dinner which 
was held on Wednesday 20 March.  
A hundred and fifty members and their 
guests were treated to an entertaining 
evening with another of our Honorary 
Life Members, Cedric Mason, acting  
as MC for the dinner.  
 

Paul McNamee interviewed Judy  
in a relaxed format about her  
career and her involvement, firstly  
as Patron of the Fed Cup Foundation 
and through the Foundation, her 
commitment to women’s tennis.  
It was a very happy evening and  
once again showed the true family 
nature of the Club. Judy would be very 
pleased if any member passing her 
statue at Melbourne Park would check 
to make sure it is in pristine condition 
and perhaps give it a bit of a clean if 
anything untoward is noticed! 
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Club Matters
Australia Day Honours
We congratulate Mr Graeme 
David Fair AM who received an 
award in the Australia Day 2013 
Honours for significant service to the 
sport of tennis through a range of 
administrative and leadership roles, 
and to the community.

Golden Achievement 
Award
Geoff Pollard, Vice President of the 
International Tennis Federation and 
Past-President and chairman of Tennis 
Australia, has been presented with 
the 2013 Golden Achievement Award 
by the International Tennis Hall of 
Fame and Museum and the ITF.

The award is given annually to an 
individual who has made important 
contributions internationally to 
tennis in the fields of administration, 
promotion, or education, and who 
has devoted long and outstanding 
service to the sport. 

Obituaries
Our sincere sympathy is extended 
to the families of our esteemed 
members:

Mrs Sarah Jane Bennison 
Special Non Playing Member – 1970

Mr Jeremy Bryan Mark Jowett 
Playing Member – 2000

Mr Ernest Gilbert Morrell 
Special Non Playing Member – 1968

Mrs Jeanette Ricketson 
House Member – 1983

Mrs Jacqueline Anne Roche 
Special Non Playing Member - 1986

Mr Cecil Clarence Williams 
Non Playing Member – 1979

Mrs Elizabeth Ena Woods 
Playing Member – 1949

The Grass Courts

New Reciprocal Clubs
Toronto, Ontario, Canada – The Toronto 
Lawn Tennis Club expanded its facilities 
to include squash and became a year-
round racquet club. Today, it includes  
a Pro Shop, four indoor clay tennis 
courts (bringing the total number of 
courts to 18), a doubles squash court, 
new fitness facilities, massage room, 
wellness services and underground 
parking. There is also an area in the 
Club dedicated to childrens’ daycare 
and junior lounge. These facilities 
enhance the already existing tennis 
courts, three international squash 
courts, outdoor pool, and fine indoor 
and outdoor dining, licensed bar,  
café and banquet facilities.

No accommodation is offered. 
www.torontolawn.com 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia – The Royal 
Lake Club was founded in 1890 and 
is centrally located in Kuala Lumpur 
amidst the luscious and green Lake 
Gardens. Its central location makes 
it a most convenient place to meet, 
with dining and recreation facilities 
available. It offers a restaurant, bar, 
garden café, poolside terrace and 
banquet facilities. Seven tennis courts 
(four artificial courts and three hard 
courts), a swimming pool, squash 
courts and fitness centre. 

No accommodation is offered. 
www.royallakeclub.org.my

What a season of grass court tennis  
we are all enjoying!

The condition of the courts has been 
a result of a well thought out and 
managed renovation plan by our 
curator Bill Turner.

This has resulted in arguably the best 
grass court playing surfaces that the 
Club has ever enjoyed, especially 
during the most critical period of the 
Club Championships held in the first 
two weekends of February.

In May last year, Bill and his team 
embarked on a radical renovation 
plan for the courts. Removing mature 
grass from under the net areas and 
relocating these sods into the service 
boxes of the court. The baselines were 
re-sodded using a tougher couch 
grass called Grand Prix. The rest of the 
court is covered by Legend couch.

This has resulted in virtually no wear on 
the baselines of all courts. Even as we 
are in April, there are very few signs of 
wearing of any courts including courts 
1 & 2 which we opened later due 
to a lot of spring rain and increased 
shadowing from the extended 
Clubhouse building.

Bill’s plan was to present the courts  
in the best possible condition for the 
Club Championships which for the 
first time included both the junior 
and senior events being played 
simultaneously, therefore inviting a  
lot of extra wear and tear!

When the courts were opened  
early November they were cut higher 
than normal at 6.5mm to try and 
protect the surface, especially the 
baselines. Previous years the courts 
normally open cut at 4mm so that the 
transition from en-tous-cas to grass is 
not so noticeable.

In the last week of January all courts 
were reduced to 4mm and a week 
later 3.5mm. All courts are rolled three 
times per week with a heavy roller.

With so little rain since late last year and 
such consistently hot and dry weather, 
the courts have been magnificent! 
We must thank Bill and his team for 
implementing such a carefully planned 
and well managed process. 

Members will continue to enjoy 
excellent grass court tennis until May 
this year.
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Club Championships

In February the Club hosted for 
the first time in many years the 
combination of the senior and junior 
Club Championships. An annual event 
which determines the best competitor 
in each tennis category; including 
competing for the prestigious  
Honour Board Events.

There were a number of Club 
highlights this year –

•  There were many great contests 
played in the traditional 
championships spirit that ensured 
the 2013 Club Championships were 
again a highlight of our Club’s 
sporting calendar. 

•  The senior and junior events being 
combined provided such a vibrant 
atmosphere and activity around 
the Club. It was great to see many 
young families watching their sons 
and daughters and then joining the 
relaxed barbecue opportunities in 
the evening.

•  The run of beautiful weather provided 
spectacular views from the balcony 
which showcased many great 
matches for all spectators and players.

•  Congratulations to the Men’s  
and Ladies open singles winners,  
Rob Tucker and Tayla Stenta.

•  Congratulations to the Boys and  
Girls 18 & under junior winners,  
Alexandros Yiappos and  
Imke Barnard.

Thank you to all involved for  
making this an enjoyable event  
and a special thank you to the  
Sports Director Julian O’ Donnell  
for his tremendous efforts.

Premier League

Both a Men’s and Ladies team 
were submitted and accepted 
to compete in the Tennis Victoria 
Premier League competition. This is 
a short competition which is played 
over six weeks. The grade of tennis is 
equivalent to what many refer to as 
“State Grade” tennis. The super round 
concept is where all teams play at 
one venue, with twelve courts in full 
operation showcasing the best tennis 
played in the State. Royal South Yarra 
hosted the men’s ”super” round on 
1 March and the ladies on 5 April, 
which offered some outstanding 
tennis for spectators to enjoy. The 
Glen Iris Valley Tennis Club hosted the 
final on Sunday 14 April from 12:00pm. 
Mark this date in your diary and 
come along and experience this high 
standard of men’s and ladies tennis.

Junior Tennis & Activity Day

The biggest event on the Junior 
Calendar was held on Sunday 24 
March for members and waiting 
list children aged 8–14 years. The 
emphasis on this day is skill building, 
participation, friendship forming, 
sportsmanship and fun. This year there 
was special emphasis on including 
Tennis Australia’s Hot Shots Program 
which was targeted at the 4–8 yr olds.

Much is happening around the Club

The Club has nominated twenty 
teams in the Tennis Victoria Pennant 
competition and four teams in the 
Club Circuit Squash competition. 
The Blackburn & Districts Night Tennis 
competition is increasingly popular 
with the Club represented in five 
teams on a Monday, two teams 
on a Tuesday and for the first time, 
one team has been entered in the 
Wednesday evening competition. In 
autumn the Club will nominate a team 
to compete in the Snooker City Club 
Circuit competition. Sunday afternoon 
social tennis continues to be popular 
and has become a regular event at 
the Club. We now look forward to the 
Squash Club Championships which will 
commence in May with the finals of 
the Open and Handicap events being 
held on Saturday 1 June.

Tony Joubert

Coaches Choice
Agnieszka Radwanska – Polish tennis player
Agnieszka Radwanska aged 23,  
holding WTA Singles World Ranking 
#4 and has won 12 WTA Singles Titles. 
Agnieszka has been ranked as high 
as number 2 in the world as recently 
as July 2012, yet not many people 
realise how good a player she is and 
more importantly why she is the player 
she is! These days with immensely 
strong women leading world tennis, 
it is fantastic to see a player more 
of us can relate to being a force on 
the world stage. She doesn’t possess 
powerful ground strokes or have  
a huge serve, but she does have  
more of the qualities associated  
with yesteryears champions; court  
craft, ball control, court coverage  
and anticipation.

I believe if you asked the experts  
three years ago whether or not 
Agnieszka could break into the  

top 3 in the world with the likes of  
Serena Williams, Maria Sharapova and 
Victoria Azarenka, they would have 
laughed at you. However, she did 
make it to the number 2 position in the 
world and was probably only a couple 
of nervous points away from taking  
last year’s Wimbledon Crown from  
the almost unbeatable Serena Williams. 
This showed that the old question of 
“who would win in a fight between  
a boxer and a wrestler?” is still pertinent 
in today’s tennis. The saying goes:  
“The boxer would do pretty well until 
the wrestler gets a hold of them, 
because then it will be all over!”  
Once Agnieszka got a hold of the 
much bigger and stronger athlete, in 
Serena Williams, the match altered 
and for a while the boxer looked to 
have no chance. If Agnieszka had 
been able to control Serena’s game 

and continue to prevent her from 
playing the way she wanted to, then 
Agnieszka could have taken the 
crown. On paper Agnieszka did most 
things better, except put the ball in 
places that would frustrate Serena, 
because she would not be able to hit 
a clean winner without a huge amount 
of risk. This is a great skill to have and 
one that the male players are taking 
note of due to Bernard Tomic’s use of 
the slice backhand to this effect.

I think most Club players can take 
more from Agnieszka’s game than 
most other professionals because if you 
were going to hit the ball at amazing 
blistering speed like the professionals, 
you would probably be playing on 
the circuit. It is much better to spend 
time practicing control of the ball and 
in fact, it ends up that you are really 
practicing controlling your opponent!

Captain’s 
Report
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The Garth Seale Tennis Tournament 
was held on Thursday 21 March in 
fantastic weather for tennis.

Garth’s brother, Ken Seale travelled 
from Sydney and partnered Graeme 
Mollison in this popular tournament 
while his nephew Stephen Seale 
also attended the day where all 
participants enjoyed great tennis  
and a three course lunch.

This new format from the ‘Shortest 
Day’ in June was a hard decision, 
but the change proved to be very 
successful and the tournament will 
continue to be known as the  
“Garth Seale Autumn Tennis 
Tournament”.

Winners on the day were:

Green Group: 
Winner – Robert Nethercote 
Runners-up – Stephen Seale  
& Doug Tait (equal)

Blue Group: 
Winners – Michael Tinsley  
& Michael Thomas (equal) 
Runner-up – Graeme Mollison

The winners were presented with a 
voucher for dinner for two in the Club 
Dining Room or Bistro to the value of $100.

Thanks are extended to all the players, 
who made this event another success.

A quote from Garth Seale  
“Have a happy day”.

Tony Vanderkelen 

The Lob is a shot played with a higher 
trajectory than a groundstroke. The 
objective of this shot is to hit the ball 
higher than a standing or jumping 
person can reach. Some would say its 
purpose is to hit over the opponents 
head and as close to the baseline as 
possible. However, this depends on 
whether the aim is to finish the point off 
with this shot, or have your opponent 
in a compromised position from which 
they cannot successfully end the point. 

Hence there are two types of lobs.  
The Defensive and the Offensive Lob. 

The Defensive Lob – the main 
differences, apart from the intended 
outcome of this shot, is usually the spin 
placed on the ball and the height the 
shot achieves. The defensive lob would 
have slice imparted on the ball, making 
it hang in the air a little longer thus 
being hard to judge, while climbing to 
a substantial height over the opponents 
head. It is played a lot higher than its 

counterpart the topspin lob. 

The Offensive Lob – this lob which I 
would term the topspin lob is played 
to finish the point on nearly all 
occasions. The height this lob achieves 
is substantially lower than the defensive 
lob. The reason for this is, that it is 
intended to get over the opponents 
head quickly and if it were too high, 
it would not come down in time to 
bounce before the baseline.

In today’s tennis with fewer and fewer 
players coming into the net, we see 
lobs played less and less and this has 
meant many players don’t get to use 
this shot as effectively or as often as 
in years gone by. Practicing it through 
drills is a great way to perfect this shot 
and it will bring reward. It is normally 
played on important points and high 
pressure situations. 

Andrew McLean

Garth Seale Autumn Tennis  
Tournament

Coaching Tip - The Lob

Night 
Competition 

Summer Competition 

In the 2012 spring competition  
of the Blackburn & Districts Night 
Tennis Association, the Monday  
night Section 1 Volleys team  
reached the grand final and finished 
runners-up. The team consisted of 
Edward Fitzgerald (Capt.),  
Tom Vial, Richard Ollerenshaw, 
Michael Wharton, Lawrence Kim  
and Michael Holding.

The Ladies Section 2 team of the 
2012-2013 Bayside Regional Tennis 
Association summer competition 
reached the grand final and finished 
runners-up. The team consisted of 
Sophie Trotter (Capt.), Claire Benjamin, 
Jennifer Langford, Skye Douglass, 
Sophie Cleve, Charlotte Fenner,  
Libby Hicks, Luciana Darling and 
Jacqui Saunders.

Pennant Tennis & Squash  
Get-Together 

All pennant tennis and squash 
players are invited to attend drinks 

in the Norman Brookes Room where 
we will review the first half of the 

tennis season and view the Squash 
Club Championship finals from the 

nearby squash gallery.

The evening presents a great 
opportunity for both tennis and 
squash members to catch up, 

reflect on the season’s highlights  
to date, and view the Club’s  
best squash players in action.  

The Open and Handicap Squash 
finals will be held late afternoon  

on Saturday 1 June around 5:00pm 
with presentation of trophies  

to follow.

Date: Saturday 1 June 
Time: 5:00pm–7:00pm

Convenors 
Richard Joubert 0419 370 300 

Jennifer Langford 0414 916 860 
David Court 0411 759 173

RSVP: Sports Director by  
Tuesday 28 May on 9829 1533 or 

sportsdirector@rsyltc.org.au 

Skye Douglass, Jennifer Langford, Libby Hicks, Claire Benjamin & Charlotte Fenner
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What a great success it was to 
amalgamate the seniors with the 
juniors this year!

The Club Captain, Tony Joubert was 
keen to create a ‘Festival of Tennis’, 
much more akin to the atmosphere 
of a country tennis tournament. The 
combined events provided a much 
more vibrant atmosphere and activity 
around the Club – it was great to see 
many families supporting their children 
and joining the relaxed barbecue 
offerings in the evening.

The views from the balcony were 
spectacular and also provided a great 
vantage point to watch some closely 
fought matches. 

No more was ‘Youth’ versus 
‘Experience’ on show than in the  
two Open Singles finals. In the  
Men’s Open Singles, the skill and 
experience of Robert Tucker prevailed 
over the youthful Matthew Leffler in  
a superb game of tennis. In the  
Ladies Open Singles it was reversed, 
with the powerful ground strokes of 
Tayla Stenta overcoming the skillfulness 
of Kerrie Douglas. This makes three in a 
row for Tayla while Rob has managed 
to hold the coveted Norman Brookes 
Trophy five times.

This year we had a record number  
of entries – 260 across both the 
senior and junior events. This meant 
the utilisation of both Friday nights 
prior to the two weekends, as well 
as some very busy courts (and some 
very tired players!) by the end of the 
Championships. Next year we will  
be looking to increase the numbers 
even further but may introduce  
mid-week matches.

One of the new events that was 
particularly successful was a Ladies 
Social Doubles event, introduced  
at the request of the President  
Susie Strangward who actually won 
the event with fellow committee 
member Di Hepworth.

James Brearley & James Bull Alexandros Yiappos Matthew Leffler Charlie Joubert

Tayla Stenta Philip Kloc & Steve Casey

Kerrie Douglas Lotte Wharton, Drew Fenton & Tony Joubert

David Hepworth, Mary White & Antony Hearnden Norman Gengoult-Smith & Rob Tucker

Club Championships

6 



Alice & Philippa Warnock

Georgina & Edwin Jupp Shane Burke & Richard Roberts

Carl Wood & Adam Freeman Scott Anson & Loretta Sheales

Richard Ralph & Dean ParkDi Hepworth & Susie Strangward

Sophie Trotter Sue Albert & Cathy Moore

Richard Leckey

Hugo Sampson & Holly Sheer
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Terry Batistatos, James Gilson, Mackenzie Fenton & Lachlan Kemp

Ally Kirkwood & Sandy McFarlane Julia Bell & Harry Minchin

Alex and Annabel Joubert & Lachlan Kemp Sasha Kenna, Eliza O’Farrell, Maddison Stark & Zara Parker

Rupert Mosley, Thomas Spargo, Henry Casey & Alex Joubert

Club Championships
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Archie Abbott & Bill CameronHenry Casey & Liam Albrecht

Maddison Stark, Zara Parker, Eliza & Laura O’Farrell Vivienne Johnston, Mimi Holmes, Annabel Joubert, Charlotte Ritman

Will Fanning, Rob Lindsay, Rob Macdougall & Harry MinchinSinclair Mosley & James Ollerenshaw
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SENIORS
Men’s Open Singles 
Robert Tucker d Matthew Leffler 6-3 6-4

Ladies’ Open Singles 
Tayla Stenta d Kerrie Douglas 6-2 6-4

Men’s Open Doubles 
Steve Casey, Philip Kloc d  
James Freeman, Carl Wood 6-3 6-2

Ladies’ Open Doubles 
Gussie O’Sullivan, Tayla Stenta  
d Marie Monterosso, Loretta Sheales 7-5 6-2

Open Mixed Doubles 
Alexandros Yiappos, Tayla Stenta d  
Scott Anson, Loretta Sheales 3-6 6-2 6-2

Men’s B Grade Singles 
Charlie Joubert d Chris O’Farrell 6-2 6-3

Ladies’ B Grade Singles 
Rachel McRae d Sue Albert 6-4 6-2

Men’s B Grade Doubles 
James Brearley, James Bull d  
Lachlan Beer, Edwin Jupp 6-3 6-4

Ladies’ B Grade Doubles 
Sue Albert, Cathy Moore d  
Gemma O’Farrell, Penny O’Farrell 6-1 6-4

B Grade Mixed Doubles 
Edwin Jupp, Georgina Jupp d  
Lachlan Beer, Sharon Werka 4-6 6-2 10-8

Men’s C Grade Singles 
Hugo Sampson d William Morrison w/o

Ladies’ C Grade Singles 
Sophie Trotter d Fiona Ralph 6-3 6-2

Men’s C Grade Doubles 
Dean Park, Richard Ralph d  
Wes Albert, Hugo Sampson 6-3 6-2

Ladies’ C Grade Doubles 
Alice Warnock, Philippa Warnock d  
Skye Douglass, Anna O’Gorman 2-6 6-4 10-6

C Grade Mixed Doubles 
Hugo Sampson, Holly Sheer d  
Wes Albert, Margaret Neeson 6-4 6-1

Men’s Social Singles 
Richard Leckey d Richard Roberts 8-4

Men’s Social Doubles* 
Winners: Shane Burke, Richard Roberts 
Runners-up: Richard McIndoe, Hugh Mosley 

Ladies’ Social Doubles 
Di Hepworth, Susie Strangward d  
Annabel Reid, Katherine Reid 8-2

Men’s Veteran Doubles 
Antony Hearnden, David Hepworth d  
Drew Fenton, Jonathon Harris 6-3 6-4

Men’s Senior Doubles 
Drew Fenton, Tony Joubert d  
David Hepworth, Tim McDonald 6-4 6-4

Boys’ Singles 
Alexandros Yiappos d Harry Lim 6-4 6-1

Girls’ Singles 
Imke Barnard d Gemma Goodland 6-1 6-1

JUNIORS
Boys’ 16 & Under Singles 
Rob Macdougall d Will Fanning 8-2

Girls’ 16 & Under Singles 
Zara Parker d Ally Kirkwood 8-0

Boys’ 16 & Under Doubles 
Rob Macdougall, Harry Minchin d  
Will Fanning, Robert Lindsay 8-1

Girls’ 16 & Under Doubles 
Zara Parker, Maddison Stark d  
Sasha Kenna, Eliza O’Farrell 8-0

Mixed 16 & Under Doubles 
Ally Kirkwood, Sandy McFarlane d  
Julia Bell, Harry Minchin

Boys’ 14 & Under Singles 
Terry Batistatos d James Gilson 8-4

Girls’ 14 & Under Singles 
Zara Parker d Maddison Stark 9-8

Boys’ 14 & Under Doubles 
Terry Batistatos, James Gilson d  
Mackenzie Fenton, Lachlan Kemp 8-0

Girls’ 14 & Under Doubles 
Zara Parker, Maddison Stark d  
Eliza O’Farrell, Laura O’Farrell 8-1

Mixed 14 & Under Doubles* 
Winners: Alex Joubert, Annabel Joubert 
Runners-up: Lachlan Kemp, Isobel McFarlane

Boys’ 12 & Under Singles 
Henry Casey d Liam Albrecht 9-8

Girls’ 12 & Under Singles 
Annabel Joubert d Vivienne Johnston 8-5

Boys’ 12 & Under Doubles 
Henry Casey, Alex Joubert d  
Rupert Mosley, Thomas Spargo 8-3

Girls’ 12 & Under Doubles* 
Winners: Mimi Holmes, Annabel Joubert 
Runners-up: Vivienne Johnston, Charlotte Ritman 

Boys’ 10 & Under Singles 
Bill Cameron d James Ollerenshaw 6-4

Girls’ 10 & Under Singles* 
Winner: Charlotte Ritman  
Runner-up: Nicole Anders

Combined 10 & Under Doubles* 
Winners: Archie Abbott, Bill Cameron 
Runners-up: Sinclair Mosley, James Ollerenshaw 

*Senior & Junior Round Robin Events

Club Championships Results

Captured during the Club Championships...
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The Juniors are in full swing for 2013

Junior Tennis & Activity Day

The Junior Competition has now 
changed to a new league, being a 
weekend inter-club competition under 
Bayside Regional Tennis Association, 
in which the primary focus for junior 
members is a Sunday competition.  
The benefit of this change is that 
players will be better matched 
in a league with strength, which 
accommodates our membership, 
as many of our players have school 
commitments on a Saturday. This 
competition provides more depth of 
talent in the opposition teams and as 
a result, better matched games will be 
experienced. Another benefit is that 
this competition includes other clubs 
closer to home, such as Kooyong and 
Grace Park Tennis Clubs.

The five teams competing in this 
competition have been very 
competitive with the opposition  

teams getting off to a winning start. 
Another feature of this competition is 
that the home team provides morning 
tea which has been great for the 
children allowing them to mix and 
socialise between and after games as 
well as getting them acclimatised to 
the protocols of senior competition.  
To avoid any confusion with other 
events in the same league this 
competition will continue to be 
referred to as the Junior Competition. 

Following closely after the Club 
Championships held in February, the 
Junior Tennis and Activity Day was held 
on Sunday 24 March. As anticipated, it 
provided many opportunities for juniors 
to mix, make friends and enjoy a great 
afternoon of fun and entertainment 
all centred around tennis. We also 
introduced many new members into 
this junior event and we hope they will 

be back to join in the first Round  
Robin Tournament in May. 

The Round Robin Tournaments are 
designed for juniors of all ages and 
standards. The younger players can 
get involved in their first games of 
tennis in an encouraging setting both 
with their friends and introduction of 
guests. While the older children can 
play in organised games matched 
to their standard. The upcoming 
tournaments are set down for 26 May 
and 25 August respectively.

The Year 8 Disco will be held on 
Saturday 25 May and planning is 
well underway and promises to be a 
great night again this year. This social 
event is extremely popular, it will be a 
fabulous evening and our one piece 
of advice is – book early!

Hugh Mosley

After dreadful weather and washed out 
courts, a call was made to postpone 
the Junior Tennis & Activity Day to the 
following week, and a good call it 
was as Sunday 24 March was perfect 
tennis weather and marked another 
successful day of tennis and activities 
for our junior members.

Thanks to the hard work of previous 
Junior Committee members this event 
is the highlight of the junior tennis 
calendar and has become a “must 
attend” day in the diaries of our junior 
members and waiting list children.  
The traditional, fruit, chips, slurpees  
and show bags were all on hand and 
the activities were fun and varied.

The concluding presentation 
ceremony recognised the winners 
of each court, plus trophies were 
awarded to players on each court 
who demonstrated good manners  
and sportsmanship on the day.

The annual Stan Churchus Trophy  
for commitment to junior tennis was 
also awarded. This year’s recipient  
was Angus Robinson who thanked  
the Churchus family and the Club  
for making his junior years of tennis  
so memorable and enjoyable.  
Stan Churchus’ son, Mark very  
kindly attended the day and 
presented the trophy.

 
 
 
 
Dinner in the evening was well 
attended and the menu for children 
and parents alike was great. Thanks to 
James Fien and Julian O’Donnell for all 
their hard work in ensuring the event 
ran smoothly.

Augus Robinson & Mark Churchus

Court winners – Campbell Salmon, Annabel Joubert, Hamish Francis, 
Vivienne Johnston, Bill Cameron, Rupert Mosley & Claudia Cameron 
Absent: Jovana Stanisic & Nicholas Salmon

Sportsmanship awards – Lucy Roper, Theresa Harley, Ella Lansell,  
Hugh McFarlane, John McFarlane & Lochie Dowd 
Absent: Bridget McFarlane & Charlie Gough
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How the year has flown! We are now 
into April and by the time you read 
this I will be away on an adventure 
holiday! As many of you may already 
know, I am taking extended leave 
whilst I drive from Singapore to Paris! 
The Club has been very generous 
in granting leave of absence to 

complete my adventure of a 
lifetime and already I look forward 
to returning to the Club sometime 
in August with many new ideas to 
continually invigorate the Club’s 
sporting activities.

Fortunately, the Club has engaged 
Jess Trewin from the Accounts 
Department to fill my role during  
my absence and I am confident  
she will be a great asset to the Club  
– hopefully the Club will still want  

me back after Jess’ stint! So if you 
have any sporting related queries, 
please don’t hesitate to contact Jess.

A new Fitness Timetable has been 
prepared and will be in action by 
the time you read this. Make sure 
you check this out and get involved, 
especially as the winter months  
close in.

Julian O’Donnell

We welcome  
Jessica Trewin to the 
role of Acting Sports 
Director, a position 
she will hold whilst  
our Sports Director, 
Julian O’Donnell, 
is on extended 
overseas leave.

Jessica has held the role of Assistant 
Accountant at the Club for the past 
three years and has been relieved  
of those duties until Julian’s return  
in August.

Jessica is a sports all-rounder. Having 
won a junior A Grade tennis grand 
final in her younger days, she has a 
good knowledge of tennis, principally 

as a player of 17 years experience. 
She is also a qualified pilates instructor 
and regularly participates in the 
various Melbourne fun runs.

Jessica has assumed responsibility  
for all our sporting activities and 
can be contacted by email at 
sportsdirector@rsyltc.org.au or by 
telephone on 9829 1533.

These two evenings which were held 
in February and March attracted more 
than sixty players with some extras 
joining in for the barbecue.

With guest tennis fees waived it has 
proved a popular and fun event.  
A delicious pan Asian barbecue in 
the Courtyard Bistro was prepared by 
the hospitality staff for the February 
evening and a Mediterranean 
barbecue for the March evening 
ensured there was ample culinary 
variety if you attended both.

After playing, many guests said they 
really enjoyed the opportunity to play 
on our wonderful grass courts.

Welcome to our Acting Sports Director

Summer Guest Tennis & Barbecue Evenings

With a record number of entries the 
2012 Billiard Championships were 
played in good spirit.

We welcome Tom Cameron as  
the new Club Champion; winning 
The Eric Wells Memorial Trophy in the 
Snooker competition. The runner-up 
was Jonathan Harris.

In the Handicap Billiards, Richard 
Walpole was a worthy winner with 
Edward Burke runner-up. Edward Burke  
won the Handicap Snooker with 
Richard Walpole runner-up.

Jonathan Harris

Billiards & Snooker Club Championships

Sports 
Director

Tom Cameron
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Young Members 
Barefoot Bowls
The grass courts were turned into a 
bowling green on 30 November 2012 
when sixty young members kicked their 
shoes off, and rolled the night away. 

Bowling experts Jeff Saunders and 
Ian Lee led the charge while the guys 
from Mountain Goat Brewery served 
their ciders and beer courtside to keep 
the bowlers fuelled.  

For those who wanted more than just 
a gentle roll, a round robin challenge 
was organised. Members of the 
winning team received a bottle of 
wine which I am sure went down a 
treat. This event was a sell-out and a 
great start to the summer calendar, 
with a Mexican style barbecue served 
with soft tortillas and sangria to finish 
the night off as the sun went down.

Young Members 
Drinks Night – Pimms 
on the Balcony
On a perfect balmy February Friday 
evening, what better way to end 
the working week, than a drink 
with fellow members and friends on 
the clubhouse balcony. The Young 
Members group embraced the 
opportunity and enjoyed jugs of Pimms 
and a Thai barbecue and with the 
Club Championships in action on the 
grass courts, the balcony was a buzz. 
Keep your eye out for details for the 
next Young Member’s Drinks Night on 
Friday 19 April. 

If you are not receiving event 
information via email or text message, 
please make sure your details are up 
to date by calling the administration 
on 9829 1556.

Amanda Shiels

Royal South Yarra Swim Squad at the  
2013 Pier to PerignonMen’s Golf Day

Attention all golfing men of  
Royal South Yarra!

Now re-scheduled to

Saturday 18 May

To register your name for  
this popular event contact the  
Events Manager on 9829 1516  

or eventsmanager@rsyltc.org.au
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Seniors Group

Due to our member’s busy holiday 
season our programme of activities 
did not commence until the end 
of March, when we thoroughly 
enjoyed an extremely interesting 
environmental cruise of the 
northern part of Westernport Bay, 
a natural wonderland, as well as 
an internationally recognised bird 
Wetland. Lunch was taken at “Wings 
& Fins” in Tooradin and we finished 
our day strolling through the nearly 
“Moonlit Wildlife Sanctuary”. It was a 
happy start to our year’s programme.

Friday 19 April: You simply must join 
us for the Club’s annual ANZAC 

Ex-Servicemen’s Remembrance 
Parade and Luncheon in the 
clubhouse on this date. Our guest 
speaker this year will be Brigadier 
O.H. Isaksson (RTD) OAM MC who will 
highlight the wonderful achievements 
of our Australian forces in the Siege of 
Tobruk (1941) and the Battle of  
El Alamein (1942) during WWII, both 
of these were very impressive victories 
against the might of Rommel’s 
rampant Afrika Korps and both of 
these having a major effect upon the 
outcome of WWII. This is an important 
traditional Club event and we request 
your support.

Friday 31 May: We have arranged a 
morning guided tour of the “Claude 
Monet Exhibition” at the National 
Gallery of Victoria, St Kilda Road. This 
“NGV Blockbuster” should be viewed 
by all who love to experience the 
highest quality of French impressionist 
art. This will be a marvellous 
opportunity for you to learn much 
from our guides. Lunch will be 
taken at the delightful “Persimmon 
Restaurant” in the Gallery.

Wednesday 26 June: As an extension 
to our normal range of activities, we 
have made a block matinee booking 
for the coming musical production of 
“King Kong”, which is to be presented 
at our superb Regent Theatre. You will 
hear more about this extraordinary 
production as we approach its June 
opening. Following the show we will 
take afternoon tea at “Brunetti” in  
the city square. Of course with this 
block booking, you should be aware 
that our numbers will be limited for  
this activity.

Please remember that we always 
encourage new members, your guests 
and in particular, single participation. 
Please join us on these happy days 
and remember to book early when 
you receive your individual activity 
fliers with the necessary booking slips, 
to ensure your inclusion.

Westernport Bay – Pip Woodward, Rosie Macdougall, Wendy Seward, Barbara Gilder & Hugh Millar

Bridge
At the Christmas lunch held on  
11 December 2012 the Janette 
Machin Trophy was presented to the 
most successful bridge player who 
produces the highest percentage 
score over six Duplicate Trophy 
Competition days throughout the year. 
Anne Camamile and Pru Court were 
joint winners of this perpetual trophy.

2013 Duplicate trophy winners:

February

N/S  –  Jenny Swann  
& Virginia Monahan

E/W –  Ann Camamile  
& Pru Court

March

N/S  –  Anne Gunst  
& Shirley Philpott

E/W  –  Rosemary Lill  
& Dorothy Baenziger

Duplicate Bridge  
Red Point Competition

The first Red Point Competition held  
in March, over three consecutive 
weeks was won by Ros Tickler and  
Sally Graham, runners-up were  
Jill Chambers and Betty Dackas.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Bridge for Brains – Guests Day 

Tuesday 7 May

This is a day when members may 
introduce a guest to play duplicate 

bridge with a donation given to  
the Alzheimer’s Neuroscience 

Research Australia.

Duplicate Bridge Afternoon – Guests Day 
Tuesday 11 June

An afternoon of Duplicate Bridge 
when members are permitted  

to invite a guest.

 
The Club is delighted with the new 
young members who have joined the 
Bridge Group at Royal South Yarra – 
wishing everyone happy bridging.

Mary Church
Vicki Machin, Ann Camamile, Leigh Machin, 
Pru Court & Flaminia Belli
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Save the Date
APRIL

Friday 19 
Ex-Servicemen’s Parade – Anzac Lunch 

Young Members Drinks Night

Saturday 20 
Tennis Victoria Pennant commences 

Tuesday 23 
Duplicate Bridge Afternoon  

– Trophy Competition

MAY
Monday 6 

Squash Championships Begin

Tuesday 7 
Tuesday Tennis Group Badge Day 

Bridge for Brains – Guest Day

Sunday 12 
Mother’s Day Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Tuesday 14 
Duplicate Bridge Afternoon

Friday 17 
Winemakers Lunch

Saturday 18 
Men’s Golf Day

Wednesday 22 
Duplicate Bridge & Dinner Evening

Saturday 25 
Year 8 Disco

Sunday 26 
Junior Round Robin Tournament

Tuesday 28 
Duplicate Bridge Afternoon  

– Trophy Competition

Friday 31 
Seniors Group Activity

JUNE
Saturday 1 

Squash Championships Finals

Pennant Tennis & Squash Get-Together

Tuesday 4 
Tuesday Tennis Group Badge Day

Thursday 6 
Electric Light Tournament

Tuesday 11 
Duplicate Bridge Afternoon – Guest Day

Tuesday 25

Duplicate Bridge Afternoon  
– Trophy Competition

Wednesday 26 
Seniors’ Group Activity

Friday 28 
Young Members Drinks Night

Ex-Servicemen’s Parade  
& Anzac Lunch 

Friday 19 April
Guest Speaker:  

Brigadier O H Isaksson (RTD) OAM MC  
who will highlight the wonderful 

achievements of our Australian forces 
in the Siege of Tobruk (1941) and the 

Battle of El Alamein (1942) during WWII.

All welcome – this is an important 
traditional Club event and we  

request your support.

Parade: from 11:30am Lunch: 12:00noon 
Cost: $65-00 per person

Enquiries: Events Manager on 9829 1516 
or eventsmanager@rsyltc.org.au 

Young Members Drinks Night 
Friday 19 April & 28 June

Last Friday of the month drinks at 
happy hour prices with bar food 

served – guests welcome.

Ensure your email address is current  
by contacting the administration  

on 9829 1556.

Squash Championships 
Commencing Monday 6 May

All standards welcome. Entry forms are 
available from the clubhouse and website.

• Men’s Open Event 
• Handicap Event – Men 
• Women’s Open Event 

• Handicap Event (Mixed) 

Cost: $12-00 per event

The final of the Open and Handicap 
events will be held on Saturday 1 June 

at approx. 5:00pm, in conjunction 
with the Pennant Tennis Get-Together. 

Drinks will be at happy hour prices 
and complimentary finger food will be 

served on the evening. 

Enquiries: Sports Director 9829 1533  
or sportsdirector@rsyltc.org.au

 

Mother’s Day Breakfast,  
Lunch & Dinner 

Sunday 12 May
Breakfast Buffet  

7:00am - 10:30am

A full selection of pastries, fresh 
fruits, Bircher muesli, smoked salmon, 

pancakes, smoked bacon

Adults $28-00 
Under 12 $14-00

Lunch 
from 12:00noon - 3:30pm

A relaxing affair with a three course  
set menu includes wines and local 

beer & soft drinks.

$60-00 per person, 
Under 12 $27-50 

Bookings Essential – 9829 1556

Electric Light Tournament 
Thursday 6 June

A night of social tennis for young 
members aged 18 and over.

Bring your friends to a fun night of 
good camaraderie, a hit of tennis and 
a delicious barbecue with drinks in the 

relaxed environment of the Pavilion.

Guests: 3 per member 
Cost: $18-00 per person 

(Drinks at bar prices) 
Dress: Tennis attire

Enquiries: Sports Director 9829 1533 or 
sportsdirector@rsyltc.org.au

Diary Date
Wine Dinner 

Bastille Day Eve 
French Theme

Saturday 13 July
Guest Winemaker:  

Norman Tranter of Bijoux Wines, 
Burgundy France.

Convenors: 
Phillip Walkom 0414 891 521 

Adrian Bell 0418 322 009

Winemakers Lunch
Friday 17 May 

12:15pm sharp – 2:30pm

Cost: Members $75-00  
Non-Members $85-00  

Guests welcome

Featuring: Doug Balnaves  
proprietor of Balnaves Wines & 

David Muir proprietor of  
Punters Corner Wines

A pair of gems from the  
Red Wine centre of Australia! 

From the Coonawarra district with its  
fabled Terra Rossa soils and cool 

maritime climate it is said to create 
the perfect wine grape...

Our Executive Chef, Peter Villinger 
will create a regional menu to 

match the wines

Convenor: Adrian Bell 0418 322 009
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Royal South Yarra Club Championships Perpetual Trophies  
Men’s and Ladies Open Singles


